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Asking Preschoolers to stand in Line
Inaites PUSHING

At a preschool pro.grann I was
risiting the teacher said.,

"Okay boys and girls tirne to
get ycrrr ceat on and get in
liae the bus is corning. " I
watched as lB preschoolers,
scrarnbled t0 get their coats
on and then rushed tc get in
line. Once they were in line a
child started ro push the
child that ro'as in frout of
hirn. The teacher canre over
and said, -We doR't push our
fiends. You are going to
have to get in the back of the
line now"" The child r+'as

placed at the end of the line
and started ro push the
whole line of children. At
that point the children
started t0 screarn, ttTeacher

he is pushing again." The
teacher carn€ over and rrrade
the child stand nexr ro.her.

I thought to rnyself, how hard
it is f'or aduks to stand in
liqes and fnr preschoolers
ev€1rrr{r€ yhaflengrng.

What are the skills needed to
be able to stand in line:

. Spatial {where does rrry
body end and yours begin?)

. Tirne (how long do I have tn
stand here?)

. Reco.gnizing Others (do

they have the same needs
and desires as rne?)

. SeIf Control (can I push
when I arn frustrated?)

" Delayed Grati{ication { do I
have to wait to get what I
want?)

All of these shills develop
and grow at different levels
and different tirnes for each
of us. Do you know sorrle
adults who do not have these
skills yet?

Having young children srand
in a line invites theru to push
and shove. It is not the
child's fault but the adult
who created the challenge.

For more information on
workshops coniact me at:
D-K!-5025@aslsam.

or visit my website:
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No More Lines

. Srrtall clusters (Haue children ?rtoue wt srnall
clusters rather than all together at once)

.Hula Hoops ( Ifyou haae to ?noae children all
together haae thern hold onto a hula hoop.

Thtere is no beginning and no end)

.Make sure you planfor trartsitions ffiat will
the children be doing? ex. singing, ?noaernent)

.No waiting (Haae rnultiples of the s&rrte, se

children do not haae to share or waitfo!' &

hrrn)

.Hallwey ?rloaewtents Wlkr*S is to high of an
ercpectation, encourfige hopping, slithering,
sausling and rttnning)

.Pushing actiaities (Rather then telling
children, "No Pushing", what can they push?
erc. boxesr'carts on wheels )
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